[Head and neck cancer surgery in the elderly].
The literature on management of advanced head and neck cancer in the elderly is limited. Diagnostic and treatment decisions may be implicated by advanced age itself. Treatment outcomes of head and neck cancer in elderly patients were reviewed in the literature. The results should serve as a basis for an individualized treatment strategy. A comparison of data shows that chronologic age alone should not be a contraindication to adequate oncologic surgery. An aggressive approach to head and neck cancer management with curative intention can be also considered in high aged patients with advanced cancer. Surgical therapy of head and neck cancer can be as effective in elderly patients as in younger patients without a significant increase in mortality and complications. Head and neck cancer patients of all age groups should have a treatment of equal quality regardless of whether the expected outcome is cure or palliation.